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indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: the centre of the grounds within a few yards of the Cottage. From this
walk several vistas and avenues penetrate the still depths of the woods. In addition to their beauty and charm
as a piece of Nature undisturbed, these woods are valuable as a sanctuary for wild birds. R., T., Of these, Mr. W.
H. Hudson, a leading authority, has enumerated about eighty species as inhabiting Kew, the majority of which
make their home here. It is a pleasant fact that an unusually large proportion of them are singing birds. Mr.
Hudson has observed that even in a perfectly rural district it would not be easy to find so great a variety in the
same space; and it is, indeed, this variety and abundance of bird-music which to the lover of Nature give to Kew
Gardens their principal charm. CHAPTER VIl ROSE GARDENS AND PERGOLA The rose is still the most loved of all
flowers. Its beauty, fragrance, associations, give it a place in the hearts of English people that no other flower
can approach. It is appropriate, thereJoar fore ftt the national garden should show it in all its phases and at its
best. Yet the cultivation of the rose at Kew is something of a tour de force. The dry, sandy soil is the very
opposite of what it needs. The feelings of the adoring country youth when he saw the divine Siddons in private
life regaling herself heartily on beefsteak and stout,...
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