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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 106 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.2in.The following sketches, like the Ways of Wood
Folk, are the result of many years of personal observation in the woods and fields. They are studies of animals,
pure and simple, not of animals with human motives and imaginations. Indeed, it is hardly necessary for
genuine interest to give human traits to the beasts. Any animal is interesting enough as an animal, and has
character enough of his own, without borrowing anything from manas one may easily find out by watching
long enough. Most wild creatures have but small measure of gentleness in them, and that only by instinct and
at short stated seasons. Hence I have given both sides and both kinds, the shadows and lights, the savagery as
well as the gentleness of the wilderness creatures. It were pleasanter, to be sure, especially when you have been
deeply touched by some exquisite bit of animal devotion, to let it go at that, and to carry with you henceforth
an ideal creature. But the whole truth is betterbetter for you, better for childrenelse personality becomes
confused with mere animal individuality, and love turns to instinct, and sentiment vaporizes into sentimentality.
This mother fox or fish-hawk here, this strong mother loon or lynx that to-day brings the quick moisture to your
eyes by her utter devotion to the little helpless things which great Mother Nature gave her to care for, will to-
morrow, when they are grown, drive those same little ones with savage treatment into the world to face its
dangers alone, and will turn away from their suGerings thereaHer with astounding indiGerence. It is well to
remember this, and to give proper weight to the word, when...
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