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illustrated. 1900 Excerpt: . . . however, supplemented by three months spent with two of Baltimores most
prominent dentists, Drs. Chapin A. Harris and A. A. Blandy. In October, 1854, Dr. Bonwill commenced the
practice of dentistry in Dover, Del. His previous experience in the mechanical industries was now of great
service to him, enabling him with little expense to make all the necessary appurtenances of his office and
laboratory. Thus, as he was proud to narrate, with one suit of clothes and 3 in my pocket, he entered upon a
professional career in which he won the admiration and confidence of his associates, and a competency for
himself and family. In 1866 he graduated from the Pennsylvania College of Dental Surgery, and subsequently
received the degree of M. D. from the Jefferson Medical College. In 1871 he removed to Philadelphia, believing
that the larger city would offer better opportunities for his advancement. He lived abstemiously, especially as to
his diet so that his energy and persistence served him throughout his career. His motto was always to finish
every day the matter in hand. This habit enabled him to accomplish much laborious work. Besides the
numerous dental societies of which he was either an active or an honorary member in the United States and
foreign countries, he was a member of the Union League, the Art Club, The Historical Society, and The Academy
of Natural Sciences. While his talent was appreciated at home, his reputation was probably greater abroad.
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