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early seventeenth-century play Mudarse por mejorarse, by the Mexican-born Juan Ruiz de Alarcon, who
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The resulting courtship rituals become ever more complex, and three clever and goodhearted servants supply a
running commentary. Edward Friedman is Gertrude Conaway Vanderbilt Professor of Spanish, Professor of
Comparative Literature, and director of the Robert Penn Warren Center for the Humanities at Vanderbilt
University. His primary field of research is early modern Spanish literature, with emphasis on the picaresque,
Cervantes, and the Comedia. His research also covers contemporary narrative and drama. Recent publications
include Cervantes in the Middle: Realism and Reality in the Spanish Novel and the plays Into the Mist, Crossing
the Line, and The Labyrinth of Love. His book of poetry, Quixotic Haiku: Poems and Notes, was published in
2015. He is a former president of the Cervantes Society of America and served as editor of the Bulletin of the
Comediantes from 1999 to 2015.
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