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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1861 edition. Excerpt: . casion, when intensely engaged in the service tf his Church,
and about to lay her foundation in the choice of her first ministers, did his eyes prevent the night-watches. He
continued all night in prayer to God. 1. So long as the duty only of prayer is known, we shall be content with
our set seasons. But when the privilege is felt, we shall be early at work, following it closely morning and night.2
While, however, family and social exercises are refreshing--while the tabernacles of the Lord are amiable in our
view, and we delight to wait at the posts of his doors, 3 yet it is the lonely, confidential intercourse with our God-
- the door shut --the Church as well as the world excluded--that makes our closest walk with God.4 Secret
prayer is most likely to be true prayer. There is no true prayer without it. It was the garden prayer--separate
even from his own disciples--that brought special support to the fainting humanity of Jesus* And if he needed
this perfect retirement, whose affections were always fixed upon their centre, what must be our own need,
whose desires are so unstable and languishing ! And how cheering is his succoring sympathy, knowing as he
does experimentally the heart of a secret, earnest pleader ! Such doubtless were David s cries--penetrating no
ear, but his Father s--yet delightful incense there.6 But to see the King of Israel, with all his urgent
responsibilities,...
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