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GEORGE E. STRATEMEYER OF THE EASTERN AIR COMMAND, 1943-
1945

Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This book analyzes the career of Lieutenant General George Edward
Stratemeyer, USAF, emphasizing his leadership in joint/combined operations in the China-Burma-India theater
during World War II. Specifically, it demonstrates how, from his position as Chief of the Air StaE under General
Arnold, General Stratemeyer witnessed the evolution of US interests as well as the buildup of forces in CBI and
the creation and employment of the Northwest African Air Force under command of General Carl Spaatz.
These two experiences colored General Stratemeyer s initial conception of his responsibilities as air commander
of a combined USAAFRAF air organization in the CBI, the Eastern Air Command. His airminded perspective and
genial nature enabled him to overcome early shortfalls in this conception and greatly contribute to the overall
winning strategy employed by the Allies in Burma Under his command, individual air commanders were
allowed to innovate and thus make the most of the meager resources at hand and, as a consequence, Eastern
Air Command was instrumental in the combined arms operations that drove the Japanese completely out of
Burma by May 1945. The key lessons derived from this book are four. The first is that there is no single template
for coalition organization or operations. The US will fight in coalitions in future but every situation is unique
and will call for an organization and pattern of operations that may diEer significantly from those existing or
envisioned in peacetime. The second key lesson is that doctrine and innovation are most important in a
resource-constrained combat environment. The Allies in Burma were resource limited by virtue of CBI s tertiary
priority in the war effort against the Axis powers. Today s US...
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