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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Congress established the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Program to
replace State programs for aiding needy, aged, blind, and disabled persons. AFer the program became
eGective, many benefit payment errors, delays, and other diGiculties prompted numerous public complaints,
State criticisms, and congressional inquiries about the way the Social Security Administration (SSA) was
operating the new program. SSA and State oGicials believed the following issues should be considered to
ensure the ultimate eGectiveness of the new program: (1) certain Federal eligibility and benefit criteria have
proved diGicult to define and apply fairly; (2) through its legislative and administrative changes, the program
has evolved into a complex, variable system of benefit payments and requires both the Federal Government
and the States to administer and finance it; (3) staG and other resource shortages adversely aGected
administration of the SSI program; (4) program marketing eGorts have not increased SSI eligibility rolls to the
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the SSI program and Medicaid.
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