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Works, grade: 1,7, Free University of Berlin (Englische Philologie), course: Surveying English Literatures - Sons &
Fathers in Modern Autobiography and Fiction, language: English, abstract: The relationship between father and
son is picked out as a central theme throughout literary history. In Modernism this topic is paid special attention
due to new philosophical and psychological approaches. Ideas like Freud s psychoanalysis allowed new
perspectives on identity that often resulted in a dispute with the previous generation. The conflict between
father and son lends itself to portrait this confrontation on a personal level as well as to refer to a wider social
context. The concept of patriarchy, the rule of the father, is embedded in every social structure of society: the
nuclear family, the Catholic community, the national state. Therefore, contemplation about these bodies
metaphorically represents a confrontation with the father.Joyce as one of the major Modernism authors
consecrates himself to the topic of father-son-relationships in his autobiographical Kiinstlerroman A Portrait of
the Artist as a Young Man . The author seizes the topic to portrait crucial points in the development of the
protagonist, Stephen Dedalus. Moreover, the construction of the potential father figures points to the
underlying theoretical concept of fatherhood and paternity. Joyce uses the concept of paternity to display his
concept of authorship. A discussion of the terms fatherhood and paternity will serve as the foundation of my
analysis. A clear distinction between the two terms is helpful in order to descry potential father figures and to
differentiate social interaction (fatherhood) from philosophical debate (paternity). Male adults who take the
role of a...
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